AGENDA:

REVIEW &
APPROVAL
OF AGENDA:

PRESENTATIONS:

PUBLIC HEARING,

MINUTES
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
August 21, 2017

An EXECUTIVE session was held from 6:45Pm - 7:05pm
to discuss personnel issues. Regular meeting of the
Borough Council, Borough of Berwick, Pennsylvania
was held Monday AUGUST 21, 2017 at 7:05PM; in City
Hall. Presiding at this meeting was Vice President
of Council Scott Bower, Council Members Jay
Jarrett, Andrew Shecktor, Travis Petty, Joanne
Huntington, Larry Surkin and Mayor Tim Burke.

Also present were Borough Manager Debra Force, DPW
Foreman Jack Kyttle solicitor Attorney Frank
Kepner, Police Chief Ken Strish, Fire Chief Randy
Remphrey, and a representative of the engineering
firm Quad 3.

Absent from the meeting was Council President Alvin
Hill, Press Enterprise reporter.

A moment of silence was observed and The Pledge of
Allegiance was said.

Motion to approve the agenda was made by Councilman
Shecktor, seconded by Councilman Surkin. All ayes,
motion passes.

Dave Levandoski an engineer with Quad 3 (the
Borough’s engineering firm)gave a presentation on
MS4 a pollution reduction plan for the Chesapeake
Bay that the Borough is required to participate in.

CITIZENS
CORRESPONDENCE,

PERSONAL APPEALS: Nadine Kramarz, McBride Library Director with an

update for council. It was reported that the
library has 6,000 Berwick residents as active
card holders. The library is asking for extra
money this year. Nadine listed what the library
offers residents. Council advised that the
budget is tight and asked what she was asking
for. Nadine said that the recommended amount is
$5.00 per active resident member which would



amount to $30,050.00. After some prodding she
settle on an extra $5,000.00. So 15,000.00 total
for 2018.

Ann DeMelfi of 1130 3*@ Avenue. Complaint about
Berlin’s rental properties. And wanted to know why
they do not have to be inspected. Attorney Kepner
said the Borough is in litigation with Mr. Berlin
at this time. Mrs. DeMelfi said the house across
the street would never pass inspection and is a
fire waiting to happen. She is worried for herself
and her neighbors. Attorney Kepner said to call his
office and make an appointment to come and talk to
him.

Rick ? 1405 3% Avenue. Regarding Mr. Berlin’s
properties also. He said he has called police 5
time himself this year alone. He talked to Mr.
Harkins and discussed some of the problems he has
seen and was told that if the police filed a report
he can site them. But he found out that one report
was written when he has called. It is
disheartening. The neighbors are verbally abusing
him. I have begged police to write reports so I
have proof to proceed legally.

Matt King 200 block 8t Street. Why isn’t the
Borough doing what they should be doing after so
many calls to the police with regard to the Berlin
properties? Attorney Kepner also invited Mr. King
to office to discuss the matter.

Debra Bafile 719 Sycamore Street with regard to the
Tuzzi bread feeding issue. She brought a picture of
a rat that was caught.

Roy James wanted to know what the process is to get
his fire arms back. Police Chief said he would meet
him at Curt’s Gun Shop Wednesday at 11AM to start
the process to get them back. Also wanted to know
who to contact when he cannot get satisfaction from
the police department. He was advised the Mayor.

Danielle Busche of 201 E. 8t Street. Wanted to
discuss codes issues with regard to her neighbor.
House is packed full and a fire hazard. Pool in
back yard no permit And van in yard pack full.



Chris Cashman 1400 Fairview Ave. Police issue.
Officer said no time to take care of it. Chief
Strish said this is not to be discussed in public.
Mr. Cashman agreed and an appointment to meet with
the Chief was set up for this Wednesday at 1:00PM.

PREVIOUS
MONTHS
MINUTES
APPROVED:

MOTION TO APPROVE JULY 17,

to approve the minutes was made by Councilman

Jarrett and seconded by Councilman Shecktor. All
ayes. Motion passes.

PAYMENT
OF BILLS

MOTION TO PAY THE BILLS was made by Councilman

Jarrett and seconded by Councilman Surkin.
All ayes. Motion passes.
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JACK KYTTLE 30.00 WEX BANK 993.04

REPORTS
OF
COMMITTEES: MAYOR: Tim Burke.
e Attended the World War II event on July 23rd,

e Go Joe was in town on July 26t and was very
successful.

e August 1st was National Night Out great event
and well attended.

e August 12th he attended the Bible Reading at
St Charles Park.

e On August 14th Joint Drug Alliance and the
Crime Watch combined forces. That is why he
missed the work shop.

ENGINEER: Gave presentation earlier in the meeting.

SOLICITOR: Attorney Frank Kepner.

e 2 letters sent to Berlin and should have
something to report at the next month.

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION: Damien Scoblink
Commission Chair said the last meeting was held on
July 27th, At that time the commission went over
changes to the rules & regulations that the Police
department wanted changed. The commission attorney
said he would he would review the changes and make
recommendations and send the changes back for
council to vote on. Mr. Scoblink said he was under
the impression that City Hall employees would do
follow up and not him. Mr. Scoblink said he would
call the attorney to follow up on the changes. It
was noted that the Police Chief’s Association has
not replied back with a cost quote.

PERSONNEL: Travis Petty-Joanne Huntington- Debra
Force.

e Nothing to report.

LEGAL AND FINANCE: Travis Petty-Andrew Shecktor-
Debra Force.

e Nothing to report.

PARKS AND RECREATION: Jay Jarrett - Alvin Hill.




e Nothing to report.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT: Andrew Shecktor - Jay Jarrett
- Greg Harkins.

e Siren testing last Thursday.

STREETS, PARKS, & BUILDINGS: Joanne Huntington-
Larry Surkin -Jack Kyttle.

e SEE DPW REPORT.

FIRE AND WATER: Andrew Shecktor, Larry Surkin,
Fire Chief Randy Remphrey.

e SEE FIRE REPORT.

CODES, RECYCLING, & ORDINANCES: Scott Bower - Larry
Surkin - Greg Harkins.

e SEE CODES REPORT.

SAFETY: Joanne Huntington-Scott Bower.

e Nothing to report.

POLICE: Scott Bower - Joanne Huntington -
Police Chief Ken Strish.

e SEE REPORT.

e National Night Out held August 1st, gave thanks
to all who volunteered. It was a great
success.

e (Officers have filed another grievance for not
hiring within 150-day rule per article 10
section 6. Councilman Petty said everyone is
trying to work in good faith.

BAJSA REPORT: Scott Bower.

e SEE REPORT.

BUSINESS NOT

READY FOR

ACTION or NO
ACTION NEEDED: NONE

OLD BUSINESS: NONE




ORDINANCES &
RESOLUTIONS: NONE

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Consider and take action on an addendum to the Borough
Manager’s current contract. In compliance with Borough Code
Sub-Chapter G MANAGER. Section 1142 Powers & Duties. (B)

Employment Agreement. (3) To specify conditions under which
a Borough Manager will be entitled to severance
compensation.

Discussion: After considerable back and forth on this issue
it was decided not to offer a severance for termination for
unjust cause at this time. Even though the severance clause
is in other contracts. What council did decide to do was to
remove the four months’ notice she is required to give should
she resign and put it at a Z2-week notice should she resign.

Motion to remove the 4-month notice of resignation to a 2-
week notice of resignation was made by Councilman Surkin and
seconded by Councilwoman Huntington. All ayes, motion passes.

2. Consider and take action upon the hiring of
as Labor Attorney to review Union Contracts.

Discussion: Harvey at $365.00 an hour, Gartley at $175.00 an
hour, Goldberg at $235.00 an hour.

Motion to approve was made by Councilman Surkin, seconded by
Councilwoman Huntington to hire Gartley at $175.00 an hour.
Roll Call vote: Jarrett: NO, Surkin: YES, Shecktor: YES,
Petty: NO, Huntington: YES, Bower: YES. Motion passes 4/2.

3. Consider and take action the following SEDA-COG requests:

A: Approve Change Order #2 to Don E. Bower, decreasing
their contract amount $1,720.80 on the Grant Street project.

No discussion. A motion was made by Councilman Jarrett and
second by Councilman Shecktor. All ayes, motion passes.

B: Approve 1lst/Final Payment Application to Don E. Bower in
the amount of $64,961.00 on the Grant Street project.

No Discussion. A motion to approve was made by Council
Surkin and seconded by Councilman Jarrett. All ayes, motion
passes.



C: Approve advertising for bids for the West 6th Street
reconstruction project.

No Discussion. A motion to approve was made by Council
Jarrett and seconded by Councilman Surkin. All ayes, motion
passes.

D: Approve advertising for bids for the West 8th Street
Reconstruction project.

No Discussion. A motion to approve was made by Council
Jarrett and seconded by Councilman Surkin All ayes, motion
passes.

E. Approve advertising for bids for the Pine & Chestnut
Street Alley Reconstruction project.

No Discussion. A motion to approve was made by Council
Shecktor and seconded by Councilman Jarrett. All ayes,
Councilman Petty: NO. Motion passes.

F. Approve advertising for bids for the Removal of Blighted
Structures project.

No Discussion. A motion to approve was made by Council
Petty and seconded by Councilman Surkin All ayes, motion
passes.

. Consider and take action on directing the Borough Manager to
advertise for bids to repair to the traffic signal at the
2nd & LaSalle Streets.

DISCUSSION: This 1s an insurance claim.

Motion to approve Councilman Shecktor and seconded by
Councilman Surkin. All ayes, motion passes.

. Consider and take action to pay engineering invoice to
Peters Consulting; for $938.75. To be paid from CDBG funds
under the Blighted Housing Project.

No discussion. Motion to approve Councilman Jarrett and
seconded by Councilman Shecktor. All ayes, motion passes.

. Consider and take action to pay engineering invoices to
Peters Consulting; one for $401.25 and another for $1,459.90
for representation services for Grant Street reconstruction
to be paid out of CDBG funding.



No discussion. Motion to approve Councilman Jarrett and
seconded by Councilman Shecktor. All ayes, motion passes.

ADDED ITEMS:

A. NONE ADDED

ADJOURNMENT :

Motion to adjourn made by Councilman Petty.



